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Democracy: \What

Would It Look Like*?

Reality seems especially bleak now,
with international sanctions and
condemnation doing little to affect
the hardline stance of the junta and
its indiscriminate use of violence
against adults and children alike.

The fight for democracy is taking
more than it can give. But it has not
faltered, not yet. Even as the death
toll exponentially rises, the people of
Myanmar continue turning up on
the streets to reclaim a democracy
that they have only briefly glimpsed
thus far.

When I ask Phoo what democracy
means to her, there is only a brief
moment of hesitation before she
speaks up.

“A democracy would unite us along
the lines of our differences. I'd like
to see a country that can unpack and
unlearn what they have believed in
for so many years and work towards
a more understandable society that
looks out for each other,” she says,
hoping that Myanmar can work
towards equality for all races,
genders and social classes.
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Emerging Stronger or Retreating Weaker?
Responses to COVID-19 and Government Legitimacy













In areas that experienced high COVID-19 fatality rates, there was reduced
support for Trump and Republican candidates.® Voter mobilisation was
evident through record high voter turnout, with many of the new voters
casting their ballots in for Biden, showing their dissatisfaction towards past
failures to control the outbreak. The Trump administration’s ineffective
response to COVID-19 had a direct impact on citizens’ lives. Approval for
the government decreased, which threatened its political legitimacy. With
declining support for Trump and more voters for Biden, the Republican
party’s legitimacy was severely compromised, and they lost the elections due
to their failure to respond adequately to the pandemic.
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faults. The handling of the migrant
worker outbreaks was less than ideal,
and affected the PAP’s legitimacy.

The rushed way that the election was
executed in response to COVID-19
with the
in

sharply contrasted

government’s image of being
control over the crisis, which also
undermined its reputation for
efficiency. The unique circumstances
of holding an election during a
pandemic resulted in many
disagreements on how and when the
election should occur. Initially, there
were calls from opposition politicians
like Tan Cheng Bock to delay the
general elections, encouraging the
government to avoid holding elections
during the pandemic so as to prevent
possible outbreaks.”  However,
proposals to postpone elections were
rejected, with PAP politicians arguing

that doing so was unconstitutional.
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GE2020: PAP

loses most seats to
opposition since
independence,

vote share falls to
61.24%

Experts recommended alternative
voting methods such as online or
postal voting, to make voting
accessible for all demographics, but
these measures were not used for the
elections due to security and logistical
concerns.'' Thus, vulnerable groups
like the elderly also had to vote in
To the

Department made

person. allay concerns,

(ELD)
accommodations to reduce risks to
these

Electoral

groups, such as having an
exclusive voting time for them in the
morning. On election day, there were
that

extremely long queues, and some had

polling centres experienced
elderly voters who were still waiting
for their turn to vote.'” The rushed
nature of the elections, combined with
inadequate measures to ensure voter
safety, tarnished the government’s
legitimacy. Some even speculated that
long queues at polling stations may
have convinced some voters to support
the opposition, showing the direct
impact that the government’s policies

had on its legitimacy.



It is no longer just about bread & butter issues.

At the end of the day, it seemed that the PAP
had made miscalculations regarding the
amount of legitimacy it had gained from its
handling of the pandemic. Instead of making
gains in the 2020 general election, it was the
PAP’s worst performing election in
Singapore’s history, losing 10 seats to the

Workers™ Party.'® However, losing political
support due to the COVID-19 pandemic was
less of a concern for authoritarian states.
China, which was the first state to deal with
the virus, even succeeded in using the crisis to
its advantage and accumulating legitimacy.
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Analysing
China

This section looks at the case study of China, an authoritarian state
which handled the crisis in an efficient manner despite being the
first country to experience the COVID-19 outbreak, emerging from
the crisis with a stronger regime and greater legitimacy.

China and its ruling party, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP),
successfully capitalised on the pandemic, turning a potential
vulnerability into a source of strength. With the first rapid outbreak
in Wuhan, observers argued that the pandemic would be a test of the
CCP’s effectiveness and legitimacy. Major missteps in handling the
outbreak could threaten the party’s right to rule, and set the country
on a path of greater liberalisation and transition to democracy.™
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TYPES OF VACCINES

Vaccine
type

Compan

specific
vaccine

How
works

Additional
information

Messenger
RNA (mRNA)

Pfizer-BioNtech,
Moderna

mRNA vaccines work by
giving instructions (via
mRNA) to cells in the
body to make harmless
pieces of spike proteins,
which are found on the
surface of the virus that
causes COVID-19
(SARS-Cov-2).

Never before been used
on humans outside of
clinical trials.

92

Viral vector

Johnson & Johnson &
AstraZeneca-University
of Oxford (AstraZeneca)

Viral vector vaccines
use genetically
engineered versions of
other viruses to deliver
these instructions
instead, where a gene
unique to the target
virus is added (in the
case of COVID-19, this
gene instructs cells to

make the spike protein).

Holds no threat of
causing illness in humans
either because of the
modifications done to
the virus, or because the
virus used cannot cause
significant ailments and
disease in humans. In the
case of COVID-19,
several companies have
used adenovirus, which

causes the common
cold.®
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